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SCHOOL RETENTION RATES - INDIGENOUS STUDENTS 

1. Mr S.R. HILL to the Premier: 
Will the Premier please advise the house of the progress of school retention rates for indigenous students in the 
mid-west? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for his question.  He is a - 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  They know it off by heart.  They know in their hearts that he is an outstanding 
member of Parliament.  Everybody in Geraldton knows what he has done. 

Five and a half years ago Geraldton was in a difficult position.  Economically, things were not going well, and 
there were all sorts of social problems.  Educationally, the situation was very difficult; challenging, shall we say.  
One of the challenges we had to meet was to increase retention rates amongst indigenous children at the schools, 
in the hope that that would flow over into improved social outcomes in the community generally.  To some 
extent our efforts have borne fruit.  With Gerard Neesham’s help we introduced a football academy at the high 
school with the enthusiastic support of the member for Geraldton.  That started a few years ago, and it is being 
run, as everyone knows, by Craig Turley, former West Coast Eagles and Melbourne footballer, and an 
outstanding person.  He has done an outstanding job.  The notes I have about progress in the academy indicate 
that the retention rate amongst indigenous boys to year 12 in Geraldton now exceeds that of non-indigenous 
boys, which is remarkable; it is incredible.  It is a tribute to all those involved.  Considering the observed benefit 
for the boys at the school, we established a netball academy as well for the girls.  I have obtained some statistics 
that reflect the impact on attendance rates at John Willcock College and Geraldton Senior College.  Attendance 
rates amongst indigenous girls in year 8 were 38 per cent in 2004.  In 2006 that figure has risen to 84 per cent.  
Year 11 retention rates over the same period have gone from 61 per cent to 85 per cent.  Attendance of 
Aboriginal female students enrolled in the mid-west netball academy in 2006 was 88 per cent in year 8.  The rate 
went up from as low as five per cent for some individuals.  The year 9 figure was 85 per cent; year 10, 72 per 
cent; and year 11, 92 per cent.  It is undoubtedly producing a brilliant result. 

This is the sort of thing that must be done in education.  The Department of Education and Training, the 
Department of Sport and Recreation and the Department of Indigenous Affairs worked together to produce that 
result, which is of enormous benefit to not only the individual students and their families, but also the broader 
community.  The netball academy would never have happened if it had not been for the member for Geraldton, 
who came to me and said that establishing an academy for boys was one thing, but a similar academy was 
needed for girls. 

One of the advantages of being in Geraldton for members of Parliament is being exposed to just how great a 
benefit an individual member of Parliament can confer on his community.  The member for Geraldton’s status is 
such that it reminds me of the old western movie Shane, starring Alan Ladd.  Some members may be old enough 
to remember it from 1953.  It is described as the greatest story of the west ever told, and that is what we have in 
Geraldton.  We should make a revised version of Shane.  One of the classic lines from that movie comes when 
one of the supporting actors thinks the main character is leaving town, and he cries out “Shane, come back!” I 
am expecting to hear that next time the member for Geraldton heads off down to Parliament House.  The good 
burghers of Geraldton will be crying out “Shane, come back!” and for good reason.  Every time he comes back 
he brings another pile of money.  I will leave members with this critical analysis of Shane.  On the Hollywood 
web site it says “Shane leaves powerful memories.” He certainly does; he is a brilliant member of Parliament, 
and through his good work the attendance rates of indigenous boys and girls in Geraldton have turned around 
and are exceeding the rates for non-indigenous children.  He is the envy of every other member of the chamber, 
bar none. 
 


